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SUBJECT: CIV AIR: TWA ACCESS TO LAJES 

REF: LISBON 2939 

1 . DEPARTMENT CONCURS WITH EMBASSY VIEW THAT ISSUE OF 
ACCESS TO LAJES IS SETTLED IN PRINCIPLE AND THAT ONLY 
OBSTACLE REMAINING IS GOP FOOT-DRAGGING. EMBASSY'S 
SURMISE (REFTEL) IS CORRECT, I.E., USG IS NOT ABOUT TO 
PROVIDE "QUID PRO QUO" FOR CORRECTING DISCRIMINATION 
AGAINST A US AIRLINE. REGARDING RUI VILAR S POLITICAL 
PROBLEM, HIS NEED FOR COSMETICS AND DESIRE FOR TECHNICAL 
DISCUSSION, WE AGREE THAT UNTIL AND UNLESS GOP ISSUES 
FIRM APPROVAL FOR TWA SERVICE TO LAJES, WE SHOULD NOT 
DISCUSS AMENDMENT OF CURRENT BILATERAL AGREEMENT. 
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2. IF IT WOULD BE HELPFUL TO RUI VILAR, DEPARTMENT WOULD 
HAVE NO OBJECTION TO EMBASSY PROPOSING TO GOP THAT 
ANNOUNCEMENT BE MADE: (1) THAT TWA IS AUTHORIZED TO 
LAND AT LAJES IN TIME FOR SUMMER SEASON (I.E. ON OR 
ABOUT JUNE 1); AND, (2) THAT US PORTUGUESE DELEGATIONS 
WILL MEET IN LISBON AT A MUTUALLY CONVENIENT FUTURE DATE 
TO DISCUSS THE BILATERAL AVIATION AGREEMENT. EMBASSY 
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MAY WISH TO REITERATE THAT THE CURRENT BILATERAL AGREEMENT 

IS OF SUBSTANTIAL BENEFIT TO THE PORTUGUESE AIRLINE, HAS 
NOT BEEN UTILIZED TO THE MAXIMUM AND USG NOT INCLINED 
TO DISCUSS ADDITIONAL ROUTE RIGHTS AT THIS TIME. 

VANCE 
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